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Wetlands – the Heart of Asia
Viet Nam Hosts the 4th Asian Wetlands Symposium in Hanoi 22-25 June, 2008
Hanoi, Viet Nam, 22 June, 2008 (MONRE, Ramsar Centre Japan and IUCN) – Can be found all over the world and supporting daily lives of hundreds of millions of people, wetlands are vital to the health of the earth and its inhabitants. Yet they are the most threatened ecosystems on our planet. A regional discussion forum in Hanoi looks into the wise use and sustainable management of wetlands in Asia.
The conference is co-hosted by the Viet Nam Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MONRE), the Ramsar Centre Japan (RCJ) and IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

“The Asian Wetland Symposium (AWS) is a single platform where all wetland stakeholders, including administrators, NGOs, scientists, the private sector, local communities, and indigenous groups join one discussion on issues, approaches, and priorities in wetland management in Asia”, said Dr. Motokazu Ando, President of the Ramsar Centre Japan. The centre took initiative to establish the symposium in 1992.
Organized every three years, this 2008 symposium will be the fourth Asian Wetland Symposium. It lays one stepping stone to the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties (COP 10) to the Convention on Wetlands (widely known as the Ramsar Convention) that will be held this October in Korea. The AWS contribution to the Ramsar COPs has been recognized in Resolution IX which, “requests Contracting Parties, in cooperation with the Ramsar Secretariat and international NGOs, to facilitate the support to and participation in the Asian Wetland Symposia”.
“As the first ASEAN nation to become a Contracting Party to the Ramsar Convention, Viet Nam early recognized the importance of wetlands and has been striving to promote the wise use and sustainable management of wetlands ever since. We strongly believe that this symposium will provide useful contribution to the 10th COP and help make it a fruitful meeting”, said Dr. Nguyen Cong Thanh, MONRE vice minister.
This year’s symposium is built around the main theme of “Wetlands – the Heart of Asia” which explores the values of wetlands in Asia in tenth specific areas. These include Creating Healthy Wetlands, Trans-boundary Cooperation in Wetlands Management, Wetlands and Sustainable Agriculture, Integrating Wetland Management into Development, Wetlands and Sustainable Livelihoods, Education for Wetlands, Cultural Heritage and Wetland Management, Climate Change and Wetlands, Wetlands and Biodiversity, and, the Wetlands of Viet Nam.
The symposium will feature top Asian wetlands experts, new initiatives and achievements in wetlands conservation and sustainable management, and the young environment leaders in the region. There will be almost 100 presentations on a variety of aspects of wetlands and their management. This will provide a fascinating insight into current issues as well as ideas of how to address critical threats to these habitats such as those presented by climate change.
“IUCN views the Symposium as a great opportunity to raise awareness and disseminate knowledge on wetlands which is essential for their conservation in the region,” said Dr. Vu Van Trieu, IUCN Viet Nam Country Representative, “We fully support this initiative with our world wide network of scientists and our convening capacity in bringing different stakeholders together.”
A Hanoi Call for Action will be put together at the end of this Symposium and presented at the upcoming 10th  Meeting of the Conference of Ramsar Convention Contracting Parties.
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IUCN Viet Nam Office
Tel: +84 4 726 1575/6 ext. 143
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Ms. Nguyen Thi Bich Hue

Communications Coordinator

IUCN Viet Nam Office

Tel: +84 4 726 1575/6 ext. 124
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Photos are available at IUCN Viet Nam Office, 44/4 Van Bao str., Ha Noi. Contact Ms. Hue to have access to the available photos.
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About MONRE

The Ministry of Environment and Natural was established on August 5, 2002 by a decision of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. The ministry covers land survey, hydrometeorology, environmental protection and management, geology and minerals, water resources and irrigational works management.
The ministry is mandated by the Government of Viet Nam to act as the standing member of the National Council for Water Resources, the National Council for Minerals Deposit Assessment, the National Committee on American War Dioxin-caused Consequences Repair, and the National Committee on Hygienic Water Supply and Environmental Hygen. 
More information can be found at www.monre.gov.vn 
About Ramsar Centre Japan

Ramsar Center Japan (RCJ) is a non-governmental membership organization based on Tokyo, Japan.  Established in May 1990, it currently has 100 individual members from 13 Asian countries/areas including Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Iran Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Taiwan, and Thailand. 
The RCJ put its priority on wetlands CEPA in Asia in order to ensure the participation of people at all levels in wetlands management.  By facilitating various forums, such as the Asian Wetland Symposia and regional/sub regional workshops on wetland issues, it has taken initiatives to promote information exchange and in-depth discussion from various relevant sectors including national and local governments, NGOS, scientific experts, the private sector, and local and indigenous people engaged in wetlands conservation and managements.

About IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)

IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental network. IUCN is a democratic union with more than 1,000 government and NGO member organizations, and some 10,000 volunteer scientists in more than 150 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by 1,100 professional staff in 62 countries and hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world.

IUCN helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges by supporting scientific research; managing field projects all over the world; and bringing governments, NGOs, the UN, international conventions and companies together to develop policy, laws and best practice. 

More information can be found at www.iucn.org 
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