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gelin2e9mell Gibbon species
. nedan Western black crested gibbon Nomascus concolor
. maﬁuﬁuaqo ﬁu (e Northern white-cheeked crested gibbon Nomascus leucogenys

neunueao fuler Southern white-cheeked crested gibbon Nomascus siki

neduny lﬁej é]“l.lwﬁe Northern buff-cheeked crested gibbon Nomascus annamensis

meiibza0 White-handed gibbon Hylobates lar

Al N0 Pileated gibbon Hylobates pileatus
2 mvﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁné& Unknown species

- Uagen9ouKm9 290 National Protected Areas

B Jaty (u,g'gégu FIPDI, NDP 2002) Forest (Source FIPDI, NDP 2002)
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Figure 1: Map of gibbon records in Lao PDR, 1990-2010

This map shows the diversity and overall distribution of gibbons in Lao PDR. It makes no claims for accuracy on a site-by-site basis,
nor does it intend to reflect the status of gibbons in different parts of the country. The data of gibbon records is based upon the Prelimi-
nary Gibbon Status Review for Lao PDR 2008 plus records from 2010. Many of the records for sites on the map are inferred as being
of a particular species rather than confirmed, based upon revised understanding of the taxonomy and distribution of gibbons.
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Figure 2: Lao PDR’s six gibbon species

1. An adult pair of northern white-cheeked gibbons (Nomascus leucogenys). Photo: Fan Pengfei; 2. White-handed gib-
bon (Hylobates lar). Photo: P. Phiapalath/IUCN; 3. Northern buff-cheeked crested gibbon (Nomascus annamensis).
Photo: T. Nadler/Frankfurt Zoological Society; 4. Male black crested gibbon (Nomascus concolor). Photo: Zhao Chao/
FFI; 5. Pileated gibbon (Hylobates pileatus). Photo: J. Bugge; 6. Southern white-cheeked crested gibbon (Nomascus
siki). Photo: T.Nadler/Frankfurt Zoological Society; 7. Forest in Lao PDR. Photo: Stuart Chape/lUCN.
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Background »

Lao PDR is renowned for its richness of natural re-
sources and biodiversity. The country will continue
to have this reputation as long as conservation work
continues to be supported and effectively carried
out. Without wildlife, forest ecosystems will be im-
balanced and may collapse. Gibbons are important
flagship species for conservation, and indicators of
forest with low disturbance. Unfortunately, it is be-
coming more difficult to hear gibbon songs in the
forests of Lao PDR. Their numbers are declining.

Gibbons are primarily threatened by hunting. When
forest is fragmented and access is easier for hunt-
ers, the survival of gibbons is increasingly threat-
ened. Unfortunately, efforts to conserve gibbons in
Lao PDR have so far been limited. In addition, lim-
ited human and financial resources and low aware-
ness of decision-makers about biodiversity conser-
vation in general and gibbon conservation specifi-
cally constrain effective conservation.

Still, the gibbon population remains healthy in com-
parison to many neighbouring countries especially
when one focuses on crested gibbons, which are of
particularly high conservation significance globally.
Six species of gibbon are known from Lao PDR and,
in combination, are distributed throughout the coun-
try (Fig. 1). Black crested gibbons are found in the
north-western part of the country in at least Bokeo
and Luang Namtha Provinces. The northern white-
cheeked crested gibbon has been recorded in the
north-eastern region of Lao PDR from Vientiane
Province northward and into Bolikhamsay Province.
Southern white-cheeked crested gibbons are
found in the Annamite Mountain Range in Kham-
mouane Province and, perhaps, the northern part of
Savannakhet Province. Northern buff-cheeked
gibbons are found in the south of Lao PDR east of
the Mekong River. White-handed gibbons are
found only west of the upper Mekong River in Xay-
aburi Province. Pileated gibbons are found only in
Munlapamok District, Champasack Province. All
species except the pileated gibbon are found within
national protected areas. Fig. 2 (previous page)
shows each of Lao PDR’s six gibbon species.

All six Lao gibbon species are included in the IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species (some are listed,
globally, as Critically Endangered, the highest cate-
gory of extinction risk) and the Convention on Inter-
national Trade of Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) Appendix |, which stipu-
lates that international trade in gibbons is not al-
lowed. In the Lao Wildlife Law of 2007 all species of
gibbons are classified as Category 1 protected spe-
cies, so hunting and trade of gibbons is illegal
throughout the year and at any location. At present,
law enforcement efforts for gibbon conservation are
low compared with those of other large mammals
such as elephants, tigers and gaurs because of low
public awareness, whereas the Wildlife Law pro-

vides gibbons the same level of protection as those
larger mammals.

There are very few examples of successful site-
based gibbon conservation in Lao PDR. To date,
limited gibbon research has been conducted in Nam
Kading National Protected Area (NPA), Bolikhamsay
Province, by the Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS) and the ecotourism project “the Gibbon Ex-
perience” in Nam Kan NPA, Bokeo Province ap-
pears to be giving good protection to gibbons. Some
communities have traditional beliefs which protect
gibbons because they believe that gibbons are very
similar to humans or that that they are spirits.

This Conservation Action
Plan »

The Government of Lao PDR (GoL) needs to
strengthen conservation of threatened species in
order to meet its commitments to the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and to
implement its own National Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan, National Forest Strategy towards
2020 and National Ecotourism Strategy. As can be
understood from the above, the conservation of flag-
ship species like gibbons is particularly important.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for a gibbon con-
servation action plan for Lao PDR to be translated
into effective actions on the ground and to support
fundraising efforts. In recognising this need the Divi-
sion of Forest Resource Conservation (DFRC) of
the Department of Forestry, in collaboration with the
International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and Fauna & Flora International (FFI) has
prepared this gibbon conservation action plan. This
was made possible by additional funding support
from the United States Embassy to Lao PDR, the
Arcus Foundation and Mohammed bin Zayed Spe-
cies Conservation Fund. At the national level, a
Technical Working Group was formed to prepare the
action plan. The working group included representa-
tives from concerned government departments, the
National University of Laos and international non-
governmental organisations.

Priority sites for gibbon
conservation »

The action plan describes the current known status
of gibbons and identifies activities to conserve them
in the future. The scope of work and objectives are
laid out in 19 activities. Each activity has a rationale,
policy implication and action. Priorities are given
based on the species, site of conservation signifi-
cance and activities for those sites.



Vision, Goal and Objectives »

The Gibbon Conservation Action Plan for Lao PDR was prepared with the vision of conserving every
species of gibbon so that they can coexist with Lao people and provide benefits to Lao society in

the future.

Its goal is to manage and increase the numbers of gibbons both inside and outside protected areas
in Lao PDR. In order to meet this goal, seven specific objectives have been identified and are listed be-

low:

. to strictly curb hunting and trading of gibbons in priority sites

. to protect important and representative gibbon habitats

. to increase public support for gibbon conservation

. to build capacity of Lao people for gibbon conservation

. to improve local people’s livelihoods through site-based gibbon conservation and ecotourism

. to improve coordination between organisations on gibbon conservation

. to improve understanding of the status of gibbons

The action plan focuses on the gibbon species of
particular global conservation significance due to
their globally Critically Endangered status, that is
the northern white-cheeked crested gibbon and the
western black crested gibbon. Priority areas for con-
servation of these gibbon species include Nam Kad-
ing, Nam Et — Phou Loei, Phou Den Din and Nam
Kan National Protected Areas (NPAs). The southern
white-cheeked crested gibbon and northern buff-
cheeked crested gibbon (only recently described as
a new species by scientists) both rightly receive at-
tention in this action plan as Lao PDR holds globally
important populations for both species. Both of
these species are found in the southern half of the
country where Nam Kading, Phou Hin Poun, Nakai
— Nam Theun, Hin Nam No, Xe Sap, Xe Pian and
Dong Amphan are considered priority locations for
gibbon conservation.

In order to maintain the country’s diversity of gibbon
species there is also a need to conserve the species
of lower international conservation significance; the
white-handed gibbon (in Nam Phui NPA) and
pileated gibbon (in Dong Khanthung Provincial Pro-
tected Area). These two species are the most
threatened with national extinction in Lao PDR and
require urgent actions. As a whole, to maintain and
rehabilitate the gibbon population in Lao PDR re-
quires addressing hunting as the main issue that is
driving a decline in all Lao gibbon species, and then
clearly prioritising actions to address those threats.

“Lao PDR has a good opportunity now for retain-
ing its diversity of gibbon species while main-
taining them as a resource for future develop-
ment of the country.”

~ Dr. Silavanh Sawathvong, Director-General,
Department of Forestry,
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Lao PDR

Gibbon conservation actions»

Key activities for the priority areas are to ensure that
totally protected zones and managed zones are
clearly defined. Regular patrolling is required as well
as strong information networks for effective law en-
forcement to combat illegal wildlife trade. In addi-
tion, conservation awareness raising and dissemi-
nation of laws and regulations are needed. Gibbon
surveys and research to inform conservation ac-
tions, alongside capacity building of Lao officials
and site-based conservation that is supported by
local communities are expected to work together
effectively. Local livelihoods are considered in this
action plan through working in collaboration with
other partners. As a whole, successful conservation
of gibbons in Lao PDR depends upon identifying
and taking actions to address local threats at par-
ticular sites. Implementing the plan will require that
some obstacles be addressed, such as staffing and
financial limitations and indifference from some de-
cision-makers to species conservation.

“l commend the Government of Lao PDR, espe-
cially the Department of Forestry, for taking the
initiative to place gibbon conservation high on
the agenda, and the various partners, which
have risen to the challenge of supporting the
efficient production of the plan. As do a large
proportion of the rural Lao, | hope that gibbons
can continue to be seen and heard across the
country's forests.”

~ Dr. J.W. Duckworth,

Author of Preliminary Gibbon Status Review
for Lao PDR 2008 & contributor to

Lao PDR’s Gibbon Conservation Action Plan
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