Consultation

‘Conservation, biodiversity strategies
vital to protect genetic resources

Two-day workshop
On access to genetic

resources and benefit
sharing organised

TAUWELESK
Mational conservacion and bio-
diversity smategies are vitalin
finding out ways and means to
protect Pakistan's indigenous
wealth of genetic resources,
This was stared by Intellectaal
Property Organisation {IPO)
Chairperson Harmeadullah Jan
Afridi during the concluding
seasion of a two-day consulia-
tive workshop on “Access to
GCenetic Resources and Benefit

Sharing (AB5) Law,” said a
press release issued by IPO in
Islamabad on Thursday.

Afridi stresaed for expediting
the process of promulgaton of
Biodiversity Access [o Ceneric
Resciuices and Benefit Sharing
(ACt/ABS) law, This, he said,
wolld help resclve the com-
plex issues of access to genetic
resources besides formulation
of an effective machanism o
benefit the stakeholders and
the beneficiares.

Pakistan's bhiclogical re-
sources need o be preserved,
he said, and issues relating (o
the subject were raised dur-
ing the Conference of Parties

of Convention on Biological

Diversity at Magova last year.

He sald research organisa-
Hons would also contribuare for
promotion of research in re-
lated topics, He assured [FO's
complate support o fegulate
the proposed draft of ABS and
said it should be finalised afrer
detailed discussions with the
provinces as well as the stake-
holders so that its imple-
mentation could be ensured
ar grass-roots level, He said
that I legislation about the
Ceographical Indication is also
in process.

International Unicon for
Conservation of Mature (IUJCH)

4107 Mehy

Islamabtid Manager Mahmood

aAkhtar Cheema said that
brain storming sessions were

“held in the presence of experts,

and effective proposals had
been presented to make the
ABRS draft I .ore represenualive

* Forests Inspector General
Masir said that
inclusion of'certain clauses of
ABS law in IPQ) regularity af-
fairs can help the protected
use of natural resources. Dr
Aftab Saeed talked about the
regulation of derivatives,

Thé session was organised
by IC Forests, Flanning and
Development Division and
IO,



Chalrman Intefectual Proper'l}r Orgamzahon (IPO-Pakistan) & Former Federal Minister for Environment
Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi (MNA)} addressing in concluding session of 2-Day National Ccmsultatwe workshop

on “Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing (ABS) Law for Paklstan
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