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Indus basin
being hit hard by
climate change
Gur correspondent

Islamabad

Dr Ishfaq Ahmad, Advisor Sci-
ence & Technology, Govern-
ment of Pakistan, has said the
crucially Indus basin
is being hit hard by the impacts
of changing climate.

He further said that the
country is facing abnormal
weather patterns in the form of
late winter and spring rains that
has negative effects on the agri-
culture sector and also on the
overall environment.

He was speaking at a na-
tional consultative workshop ti-
tled ‘Impacts of Climate Change
on Indus Basin: Coping Strate-
gies for Pakistan’ organised by
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
in collaboration with the Inter-
national Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICI-
MOD) with support of Asian
Development Bank (ADB) here
Monday.

Dr Ishfaq Ahmad said the re-
port, completed by Planning
Commission's Task Force on
Climate Change, has provided a
road map to move in such a di-
\ rection as to achieve economic

| development in an environmen-
tally sustainable way.
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KARACHI: Dr. Ishfag
Ahmad, Advisor Science and
Technology. Government of
Pakistan, has said that crucially
important Indus basin is being hit
hard by the impacts of changing
climate, the country is facing
abnormal weather patterns in
form of late winter and spring
rains that has negative effects on
agriculture sector and also on the
overall environmenL.

He was speaking at national
consultative workshop titled
‘Impacts of Climate Change on
Indus Basin: Coping Strategies
for Pakistan’, held recently at a
hotel in Islamabad.

The workshop was organised
by International Union [or
Conservation of Nature (TUCN)
in collaboration with Intemnational
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development with the support of
Asian  Development Bank
(ADB).

Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad said the
report completed by Planning
Commission’s Task Force on
Climate Change had provided a
roadmap to move in such a direc-
tion as to achieve economic
development in an environmen-
tally sustainable way.

The subject of climate change
was at top in the Planning
Commission and the government
was very keen to initiale neces-

sary measures in this regard, Dr.
Ishfaq said.

Similar views were expressed
by other speakers at the work-
shop organised under an initia-
tive of the ADB to address cli-
mate change challenge and to
reduce vulnerabilities of coun-
tries in Asia.

DG (Environment), Ministry
of Environment, Jawed Ali Khan
said Pakistan ranked high on the
list of countries most vulnerable
to the impacts of climate change;
as accompanied temperature
changes were posing severe
threat to livelihood of millions
living in Indus basin the food
basket of Pakistan.

ADB Senior Climate Change
Specialist Dr. Peter Hayes said
that for a country like Pakistan,
the issue of climate change
revolved around availability of
adequate water, He said ADB
was focusing on the lessons
leamnt from the Asian region and
had developed a robust portfolio
of climate change related projects
in the region.

Head of TUCN Islamabad
Mahmood Akhtar Cheema said,
“the subject of climate change
still needed lot of study to better
equip us for the challenges being
posed in all the seciors.”

A lot of research work has
been done by institutions and

individuals which should be
shared and also experience from
other countries of the region
should be utilised to better under-
stand the climate change issues
and its impacts on bio-physical
environment downstream.

Rector of the WNational
University of Computer and
Emerging Sciences Dr. Amir
Mohammad said, “the Indus was
lifeline of our economy and it is
also the worst victim of the
impacts of global warming.”

He said the melting of northemn
glaciers had tremendous down-
stream impacts on agriculture
and livelihoods, and Pakistan
needed comprehensive prepared-
ness to tackle the arising emer-
gency in the country.

Former Minister of State for
Environment Malik Amin
Aslam, currently Executive
Director of ENVORK, said cli-
mate change related impacts
were giving rise to related issues
like food security and also a mul-
tiplier for issues like terrorism
and was a threat to national secu-
rity.

Chairperson National
Assembly’s Standing Commitiee
on Climate Change Marvi
Memon said climate change was
a real big threat and the govem-
ment was well aware of the
importance of the issue.—PR
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normal weather patterns in
form of late winter and spring
rains that have negative effects
on agriculiure sector and also
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He =aid that the mel lins
of narthern glaciers has tremen-
dous downstream impacts on
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ing emergency in the country.

Former Minister of State
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