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10 B'aln(;chistén ______________
villages get solar

energy system
By Muhammad Anis

ISLAMABAD: The Interna-
tional Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN) and
the Pakistan Council for Re-
newable Energy Technolo-
gies (PCRET) have collabora-
tively installed 12 solar
energy panel systems in 10
different remotely located vil-
lages of Ziarat district of
Balochistan. With the suc-
cessful implementation of
this solar energy initiative,
some of the least developed
villages of Balochistan have
been facilitated with provi-
sion of solar generated elec-
tricity, benefiting around 123
local households.
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IUCN, PCRET joint venture

10 Ziarat villages

get solar power

| OUR STAFF REPORTER

| KARACHI - International Un-
| jon for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and Pakistan Council
for Renewable Energy Tech-
nologies (PCRET) have jointly
installed 12 solar energy panel
systems in 10 different re-
| motely located villages of
Ziarat district of Balochistan.
With the suceessful imple-
| mentation of this solar energy
| inifiative, some of the least
| developed  villages  of
Balochistan have been facili-
tated with the provision of so-
| lar generated elecfricity, ben-
| efiting around 123 local house-
holds.
The systems installed have
a combined electricity gen-
eration capacity of 3,600 watts.

| The first system was recently

| made operational at Bara Zizri
| village.

The solar panel equipment
! under this initiative was pro-
| vided by PCRET for electrifi-

cation of six schools and six

mosques in selected villages.
PCRET also provided techni-
cal support in installation of
the systems and fraining of
|local residents in its opera-
| tion. To ensure proper mainte-
| nance and management of the

solar panel system, IUCN has

| established community based
| Management Committees in
the target areas. Remote vil-

lages of Ziarat district are
devoid of electricity connec-
tivity, access to which in most
cases is difficult and expen-
sive. People have been tradi-
tionally using Juniper woed and
kerosene oil lamps to illumi-
nate their homes.

Selar energy as an alterna-
tive energy not only helps re-
duce energy usage costs and
save the ancient Juniper trees,
it is also sustainable and hetps
improve the socio-economic
well-being and the quality of
life of loeal communities living
in remote villages. Further-
more, the initiative benefits
the underprivileged groups of
the society, particularly
women and children who will
get a better opportunity to
undertake household chores
and studies, and uge their time
more productively after sun-
sel.

This collaborative endeav-

. our forms part of IUCN Paki-

stan’s project ‘Mamst_reammg
Biodiversity in Produetion
Systems of Juniper Forest
Ecosystem Project’. The
project helps conserve the

‘world’s second largest Juni-

per reserve through partiei-
patory support for ecological
sustainability and provision of
alternate livelihoods and pro-
duction opportunities.

The Juniper Project Man-
ager, Ghulam Qadir Shah at

IUCN shared that various such
interventions have been
planned under the project, such |
as provision of fuel efficient
stoves and solar geysers. He
said that solar energy resource
needs to be tapped and pro- |
moted, especially in areas
where wood from natural for-
ests is used as energy source,
such as Juniper forests which
are considered as ‘living fos- |
sils' (Juniper forest trees in |
Ziarat area are 2,500 years old
and take centuries to grow).
He further added that Paki-
stan has a great potential in
using solar energy, as the coun-
try gets abundant sunlight
throughout the year. |
PCRET expert Nadeem |
Zakir believed that promoting
solar energy solutions is an
innovative leap in addressing
the energy needs and short- |
ages faced in the country. He
stressed that providing alter- |
nate energy through solar sys-
tems in such remote and hard
to accessible areas is much
cheaper than placing conven- |
tional transmission lines
across the villages. The initial
high cost is covered by low
operational costs of solar pan-
els in the long-run, he added.
The initiative has been highly
appreciated by the local peo- |
ple and requests for such
schemes are pouring in from
other district localities.

/ July 2010



Publication:

Business Recorder

Edition: Karachi

Date: & ‘f

Ziarat’s vﬂlages electrified
through solar energy

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI: Almost twelve
solar energy panel of 3,600
watts have electrified remotely
located villages of Ziarat dis-
trict of Balochistan.

International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
and Pakistan Council for
Renewable Energy
Technologies (PCRET) have
collaboratively installed the
solar energy panel systems
which has also electrified six
schools and six mosques in
selected villages.

According to sources with
the successful implementation
of this solar energy initiative,
some of the least developed vil-
lages of Balochistan province
in Pakistan have been facilitat-
ed with provision of solar gen-
erated electricity, benefiting
around 123 local households.

The systems installed have a
combined electricity generation

capacity of 3,600 watts. The

first system was recently made
operational at Bara Zizri vil-
lage.

PCRET also provided techni-
cal support in installation of the
systems and training of local
residents in its operation.

To ensure proper mainte-
nance and management of the
solar panel system, [UCN has
established community based
Management Committees in
the target areas. Remote vil-
lages of Ziarat district are
devoid of electricity connectivi-
ty, access to which in most
cases is difficult and expensive.

People have been traditional-
ly using Juniper wood and
kerosene oil lamps to illuminate
their homes.

This collaborative endeavor
forms part of IUCN Pakistan’s
project ‘Mainstreaming
Biodiversity in Production
Systems of Juniper Forest
Ecosystem Project’. The pro-
ject helps conserve the world’s

second largest Juniper reserve
through participatory support
for ecological sustainability and
provision of alternate liveli-
hoods and production apportu-
nities.

The Juniper Project Manager,
Ghulam Qadir Shah at TUCN
shared that various such inter-
ventions have been planned
under the project, such as pro-
vision of fuel-efficient stoves
and solar geysers.

He said that solar energy
resource needs fo be tapped and
promoted, especially in areas
where wood from natural
forests is used as energy source,
such as Juniper forests which
are considered as ‘living fos-
sils’ (Juniper forest trees in
Ziarat area are 2,500 vears old
and take centuries to grow).

He further added that
Pakistan has a great potential in
using solar energy, as the coun-
try gets abundant sunlight
throughout the year.
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Ziarat district
gets 12 solar
energy panels

KARACHI: International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and Pakistan Council for
Renewable Energy Technologies
(PCRET) installed twelve solar
energy panel systems in ten
remote villages of Ziarat district
in Balochistan.

With the successful imple-
mentation of this solar energy
initiative, some of the least
developed villages of
Balochistan  province  in
Pakistan have been facilitated
with provision of solar generat-
ed electricity. It is benefiting
around 123 local households
and the systems installed have a
combined electricity generation
capacity of 3600 watts.

The first system was recently
made operational at Bara Zizri
village. The Juniper Project
Manager, Ghulam Qadir Shah, at
IUCN said various such interven-
tions have also been planned
under the project, such as provi-
sion of fuel-efficient stoves and
solar geysers. STAFF REPORT
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